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ORDI NARY HUMAN B Ecfredy & a&shin minister, opened me up to the realization off

- o - A v A bxg‘Shinrgn_., In the field of religion or spirituality, there was no !
. & WSZd 5NIE YwES/AMR I YU KaziggKhAg d beily at the top. Even those at the top of various

We honor the life of Shakyamuni Budorp{gfessions, cannot be dominant in other fields. Steven Jobs,
with our Nehdhor Nirvana Day Service ifVichael Jordan, Einstein, and Oprah Winfrey cannot excel in ¢
February. This marks the memorial day bfi € ! d's . So Shinrands messacg
his death. Having been born a human Hénits as humans. Even our intellect, physical skills, and religi
would die, like all humans. After his En-€mpathy have limits. .
lightenment, he was asked who hewas, ' N the comic called APickl

because of his aura. He said he was nofaf @ ndson, 1 Ne same We areealnigue yoo n e

god, but a human being who was awake Ihis contradiction is quite true. We all tenraefjeality of
This is significant for all of us, because wreinglifferentfrom each other. All 7 billion of us on earth, have
too are human beings. We all have the the same quality of being uniquely ourselves. It is this quality

potential to be awake and to alleviate discontent and enjoy P§¥'9 complete and accepted, just as | am, that is so appealin
harmony of life. all humans. It is a fundamental need_ of humans to be accepte
Many Americans are relating the precepts and practices®s Part of & family or community. This is why our young peopl
Buddhi st monks, as a means ¢©@fnepddobgimpoitagtandrecognizgds We grealh sekip
practices, such as meditation and mindfulness, are useful, gﬁ‘a@.&_cepted, just as we are; which is the basic message of
cal methods of improving our lives. But they may fall shortBfflek Nrands description of Ami
solving the bigger issues of old age, sickness, and death. Thdf We can experience this acceptance, we would not have t
Buddha spoke to many different people, who had varying dBl@such an effort to achieve and be recognized. Then we
of skill and intellect, and offered a variety of means of resol{ t spend more energy being helpful to others. We might a
deep questions. -8féction tedhindts CERISNR B tha) we;ang orgjnary, jugt like gll other humans. /
abandon the way of monks. The path of the Nembutsu is the/pdt' €S € poem speaks of fAbits
for ordinary people, with families and jobs, who cannot foll e subtitl e ofgshibBuddhiSnisi t et st
monko6s path. Webve used t MeaNngsthgtgachyofus, s bisof rypgle, gan turg intq golp
fireceiving,o to differenti with the realjzation,of thaf urawakenipg |sCatg|fth5051to'tHersc
precepts from the path of (R YaYyQ §ayingthis s thaf, asordmary pppple (Bits of E
that when we are awake to all that has been received from Bifke/@Ur perspective is turned around (turn into gold), as we st
we appreciate life with gratitude and joy. ourselyes as necessary and essential parts of the yvorld. _
As Shin Buddhist, we have S$Hllusigteshsgrecallihg fargemural@gthg gxit of fermin
ened life. He has shown us through his teachings and exa@igis§ airport. You may have seen similar artwork of a scene «
that ordinary beings, without the intellect, discipline, and talBRtE & when seen from a distance. However, when viewed (
monks and scholars can enj 69 w&figd thatthe larger mysa is magedip ¢f indivigual ph
ings. 't might be said ¢t h38f{eope,wthepg tigqf gdiffarant shagde or colory Myghlik
Shin Buddhist. In contrast, much of our lives are focused OW%_Q_Hamp_ressmnlst dot paintings of Seurat and Pissarro, the
special. The present culture of our young people emphasii@g!tﬂgual t!les co_IIectlver form a larger picture. _Each of us, a
glamor of celebrity. It is deemed important to be a winner, {8d@dual tiles (bits of rubble) are part of a beautiful larger mo:

#1, to have many friends, and to be famous. Yet most of uéd@ld)- If one or more of the tiles is missing, the larger image

ture adults have realized that there are many other worthwifigu!d be incomplete. | think this is what the poem and Shinra

values to consider. We find ourselves as ordinary people. are_trying to tell us. Our illusion may _have us feel insignificant
So how do | reconcile my being average, with the basic SRy, but Namo Amida Butsu reminds us that we are the g

of being better than aver a@ &beautifylwhole. ThewhqlejsAmida Byddhaglight ang |

special, do great things, and do well in everything that | do.VY{SAm and Compassion.

younger years, this helped me achieve a career of which | am

proud. But in school, athletics, and career, | found that there were DI aaKz2z

always those of my peers who were at the top of their field. | YSYyeAr |

would never have the innate talent to be among them. My new
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PRESI DBBENMESSAGE tional Council meeting, Maécim 4/isalia, CA.

. - 7. The Boar@pndorsed supporting member Ken Muraoka's cam-
e DEtSYyy ¢2NARZ2Z . 2| Phightoindkb &ndwRthuM Vista School District school
(construction 262018) after his grandfather, Saburo Muraoka.

| wish to thank Sangha members and friends who attendefh&uraoka was a founding member of the Buddhist Temple ar
BEC lecture night on January 16, featuring Rev. Harry Bridg@pfffortant figure in the Chula Vista comvlettity.of sup-
Oakland Buddhist Church. | encourage everyone to attend I@if¥4ll be drafted for presentation to the School Board.
sponsored by our Buddhist Education Committee (BEC). Th8-tbpfe& Were no objections to sending eVites as a means of pu
are unique to each guest speaker and a very good opportun(igzﬂag and inviting members to the upcoming Dinner Dance.
hear from others in an intimate group setting. Keep an eye fﬁé‘e Board approved Oseibo amounts for presentation at the |
Kaiho for other classes, lectures and gatherings to experienctSAES Party. _ _ _ , _
Dharma. Currently, Buddhig® dccurs each Wednesday from 30. A committee ywll be meeting to discuss bulletin/white boards
8:30 p.m. Also, Kenji Sens &pdplerregdsin@gmapbuiiding.c| 3ss meet s
third Thursday of the month.

Following the Ho Onko on January 17, the temple held itsanmu-
al New Yeards Party. We had quite a crowd (about 160) f
good food, conversation and entertainment by several of our talent- BWA NEWS
ed Sangha Members and some not so talented (if you were in at-
tendance, you know what | am talking about). It had to do with the i
BWAds performance and Speci alhanypgse puctste members and friendg who helped oyt at
temple members and friends celebrate the start of the New @?5?,“”" temple cleanup on Sunday, December 27, and/or the clea
which was very gratifying. of the shrine items, Butsugu no Omigaki, on Wednesday, Dec. 30.

We at the BTSD are doing our best to grow our Temple achrk was done quickly and in good spirits, working together.

continue to have a vibrant and energetic Sangha! One exarlgbgf)?ur’s A and B did a terrific job hosting the temple Hospitality

. ) . : 10. THANK YOU!

this was displayed during the Ho onko service when the BW. Ay 20 N

sented our Sangha Teens and Jr. YBA monetary donations tg h%ei%?\? c{icr)mlir:1g?c?(?m\/\f/g?gsrscé?gftF:ebsr:iigysg and 17 fiotn 10 am

support their efforts. As it was said, they are the future of ouP Tt [k Madeira. our Tai Chi instructor had. a great start to his ses

ple. To prove this point, most all of the current Board of Dire&% ' .
I

were once members of Sangha Teens or Jr. YBA or both, n §January 20 and 23. Sessions are free and for all age groups

. . | . se check with the office for confirmation of dates and times.
mention the generations before us! | cannot give enough than Bryone enjoyed the lecture on Saturday, Jan. 16 and Hoonk
all of you who continue to support BTSD.

Service message on Sunday, January 17 by Rev. Harry Bridge of

Oakland Buddhist Church. At the service, our BTSD BWA cabinet
installed. They are: President Susan Moribe, 1st VP Akie Tomiya

BOARD MEETI NG HI GH 1ndlVRB/ddari), Becording Secretary, Junko Kajita, Correspondir

Secretary Mani Yamaguchi, Treasurer Susan Yonekura, Auditors

hy C¢KANERF&T WHydd NE mnz 0 ;ggcaht) Vel C'%’"%La%”}\eg‘ﬁ’ plgFOohay glige Matgug

. A, x oz A - < f oA 0 C§|r tty Torio, Kiky Graelyer, Aki Tomiyama, Kim Hagit
f2tt26Ay3 AUSYa 6SNb FOUSR iyi‘[c))F MOgt%rﬁ,én%Zﬂo%i %e ev. Kenji and Mrs. Karen

- ) ] Akahoshi. We presented special monetary gift presentations to thi

1. Condolences to the families and f_rlends of Mrs._ Kuriko Dayid.youth groupsthe Jr. YBA and the Sangha Teens from funds
Mrs. Kathy Olsen, Mrs. Nobuko Uchino, Mrs. Yukiko Negorogdflésted during the Eshinni Memorial Service last November.
Pauline Nakamura, and Mr. Masami Iwataki. Members and fellow Buddhist women had fun joining in singing
2. The 2015 Fiscal Year ended in the positive thanks to verygygnerersion of ROAR by Katy Perry, to entertain guests at the tet
ous donations, the Balboa Park Obon Odori and Asian Food\asWd Year party following the Hoonko service. Special thanks to o
Craft Fair receiving more income than projected. honorary BWA member, Gl enn T
3. The Board approved allocating not more than $4000 fromHe@schen, the purrfect tiger!!
Obon Odori income to cover the remaining balance of the Kitch8everal members participated in the annual BTSD General Me
Compliance project costs. The Board thanks the Sangha foritlgemd potluck luncheon on Sunday, January 24 .
generosity and effort for project completion. On Sunday, February 14, the annual BWA and Lady Takeko K
4. The Board approved funds for at least two additional Food/idenwrial Service will be held starting at 9 a.m. Former resident m
dler Safety Managefisnds cover required training and certificder, Rev. Yoshi Mukojima, now of the Mountain View Buddhist Ten
tion. will be the guest speaker. Following the Nirvana Day service, ever
5. The Board approved a change to the way that donations #énvited to the aliervice potluck luncheon to enjoy Rev. Mukojima
acknowledged in the Bussei Script. All donors but not indivicd his family, who will be visiting.
donation amounts will be published for each type of donation afio n 6t f or get t osowheradisk t he BW
Special Service. All donors receiveoéyead donation summanyrictbwa.weebly.cdar/a peek at the Roar performance, and the
itemizing all donations made through out the year. latest on our BWA, as well as BWAs at other southern district tem
6. The Board approved registration, travel and lodging costs fofOur next meeting will be on February 7, at 11:45 am. Group C
Rev. Dr. Akahoshi and two members to attend the 2016 BCRROStNg. Hope to see you then!
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWSR. YBA REUNION: LOOKING FOR
On January 31, we will be hosting the Vista Buddhist FORMER MEMBERS

Temple Dharma School and their Sangha. VBT students will join

in our Dharma School classes. Following the service, everyGifeSaturday, October 15, the Jr. YBA will Hogeds 65

in attendance is invited to attend a luncheon sponsored by®mM&m and we need your help.

Dharma School. Our Dharma School families will be providinghe current members are collecting email and home ad-

side dishes, salads and desserts. Please join us as we weltggges of Jr. YBA alumni so that a formal announcement ca

our North County neighbors. be sent in February. If you can help us out by providing such
Dharma School wishes to thank individuals and famifled d r esses, it will be very

who donated generously to our program throughout the pagtcontact former members.

year. You may email information to Ralph Honda, Jr. YBA advisi
During February, thgfBough Igrade class will be in atrkhayh@aol.camthe temple jafo@btsd.ne¥ou may

charge of the fruit and floral offering before each service. Bigghrhone information to the temple at (8X#H&39

you high schoolers! The Jr. YBA hopes that many former members will save tt
The next teacher/staff meeting will be on Sunday, Februae7or the reunion!

at9 a.m. Gassho

Gassho,

Avis Honda, Superintendent

Member ship Up
JR. YBA NEWS
%odNews|

On January 9 and 10, Davis Ong, Trina Muraoka and | att fJanuar 23. many of you have already renewed you
ed the Southern District Leadership Workshop at Orange y yory y y
embershlp And even though January is not yet over «

Buddhist Church. Breven Honda also attended on behalf D€ Written, we already have six new members joining Us.
Southern District cabinet. y J g

bo f
One week | ater, at the r?g)qargegl g ar s r W
tea to the Sangha and had a great time. Prior to the party, ewed or joined for 26166 are '9" Masa?o Asal¥awa, v

r ichael & Carol Bakes; Evelyn Barefibtrs. Agnes
ts)irirzt;egﬁggl;he Ho Onko service, commemorating the “%eﬁgon Mr. Roger Coppock: Mrs. Jeanetté/sitton:

On January 23, seven members attended Seminar | at (',gfar%
County Buddhist Church. ThUé
room. o More details in a |yoko asumoto; uraoka sYuko wa;

On Saturday February 6, we will attend So. Dist. Jr YBL J net Odfpntanott: Mrs Fumlko OMzEric ORi-
leyball at OCBC. Members are signed up to attend Semln

February 20 at West LA Bu ’ 'WSE &Il,arweOt?\IS &WSB'” eSuzanne

. a nwa Slje m Star
Eyes of the Behol der . o VH §Sye
afterservice hospitality hosted by Jr. YBA. '& oyd & ay ee §/y %Ua Iwrs: 'aa%u Suyenaga Mr

. . . . Kelyin & Lara Tanaka; Mr s. Motgo & Angel naTsu
This monthos meeting is ne)j?)s |(¥ éiLl\ﬁa(;j:l Yaanmaguchll% S. Lautz:lYggmagw‘:hl

ne ImorMr. & Mrs. Yukio lwasMia, Sara Jenner;

PRI e

service. Sachio Yamamoto; Mr. Gregg Yonekura; Mr. & Mrs. Roy & S
In Gassho, san Yonekura; and Mr. & Mrs. Roy Yonekura.
Kenji Niwa, President Evelyn Barefio is an administrator at SDSU; Sara Jenner i

a local graphics designer; Laverne Imori is retired-and a long
FFFFF F FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF AMEBCA meniberf active firgt with the Beattle Betsuin, more
' recently at Ekoji outsideWashington, D.C., and now back on
West Coast in San Diego; the Kawasakis, retired, have move
from Hollister where they have ties to the Watsonville Buddhi
The next BINGO night will take place on February 27 startl %Je and Eric ORiley has lived in San Diego for many yec
ere he has worked in IT at one point and now water treat-

p.m. Bwin is $10 for the session. Extra cards and pull tabs w

ent. Welcome all!
available for purchase. For you hungry players, VFW serve the|r deI

cious Hot dogs and Chili dogs from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. There WI||é?ﬁE Teague,

opportunities to win raffle prizes, too! Membership Chairperson
Spend an enjoyable evening with family and friends and support the

BTSD/VFW Bingo Night., and get ready to yell BINGO!



mailto:rkhayh@aol.com
mailto:info@btsd.net
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\E) Unplug your pow@ien percent of elec- BTSD NEW &E RPRRTY
S

tricity used in your home is burned by
communication devices and appliances
when they are turned Ib#very US
household just unplugged its computers
and cellphone chargers when not being Ne
used, collectively W
gnd r

G million enough to prpwde free healthcarmtlons and listening to the thunderous sounds of taiko.
O [} *Q to every low inconteld under the age of .
Jé . . e Master of Ceremonies Ralph Honda opened the festivities
N\'Do<¢ 5inthe State of California. . o, .
with a AAkemashite Omedetou
22222222222222222222222222 222’@"%09”9 Ms. Kong Morkawa obthe San,Diego Shigin Kai, €
o plained and sang a traditional Japanese New Years poetry.
‘ by ) 0 Introduction of guests included Kenji Sensei and Mrs. Kar
@i’%c’ﬁ 3 # 2 O ’ /0 7 3Akahosh| Rev. Tesshi and Mrs. Alice Aoyama, Rev. Harry
If you are planning on going on a cruise, you can Badge (Ho _Onko speaker), Glenn Torio (President), Mr. Mori
purchase Princess Cruise Line script. Great Lakes Script keawaeand Linda Redenbaugh (Temple Secretary).

It was definitely a festive occasion to kick off the New Yea
the temple held its annual
off the start of the"@dniversary commemoration. The party
was held on Sunday, January 17 in the Annex Hall.

grlg a60 agq/haemembers spe %J%sts new membe
lends participated inan a ternoo of singing, special re

has also added Krispy Kreme Donuts gift cards to theirlist. Fol | owi ng Kenji Sensei 6s S
Just a reminder that all orders are placed on Sunday afeee f or e t he meal ), everyone
noons. If we have the gift cards on hand, then you will redgiveh catered by Ichiban Restaurant in Hillcrest and KFC Chi
them the day you turn in your order. en for the ndrento diners. For dessert, everyone enjoyed the

This year the script program will be writing the temple alelicious cake provided by LuUAnn Lee.
check. Some of the profits will continue to remain in the scripfwelve members from the exclusyeai&goung club
account as working capital to cover the costs of our ordergvere in attendance and recognized for their long time suppor

Buying script is a safe way to shop and you don't have tiee temple. There are 25 temple members who are part of thi
worry about credit card fraud. It is also a convenient way ghistinguished group.
shop for gifts. Stock up on gift cards so that you can give thdBill Teague introduced three of the six newest members w
as gifts. joined the temple in 2015 and January of this year.

Thank you to everyone who is buying script. Just rememidichael Kinoshita introduced Motoo and Angie Tsuneyost
that not only do you get the full value of the gift cards, but @l Tom and Sumi Yanagihara, who will observevieir 60
temple is also receiving a percentage of what you are speflfigganniversaries this year.

Also if you shop at Ralph's, don't forget to get a letter fromthd hr ough t he Sanghads g-ener

temple office to take with you so that you can be part of Relpth'gifts, were presented to Kenji Sensei, Rev. Aoyama, Re\

Community program. The temple will receive a percentagi@kojima and Mr. Masanobu Kinjo (gardener). Mukojima ser

what you spend. Thanks again and keep on scripting! ~ continues to provide the written Japanese message for the
monthly Bussei Script newsletter.

Miyo Hill A fAiYear in Reviewo slidesh

moto was shown throughout the luncheon.

/ \ chorus of |l adies sang th
b Perry with Afeature
SHI N BUDDHI SM ijomégth ee rousing pieces.

Rev. Aoyama ended the festivities leading the Sangha wit

Monthly Classd 31d Thursday Evenings Shokugo No Gassho (gratitude after the meal).
Everyone in attendance took home a sothsnini\@r-

February18,2016 sary magnet calendar, which
plus a gift bag.
7:00 0 8:30 pm in Sangha Hall Many thanks are extended to Mr. Yoshiro Minezaki, of
B ] Ichiban Restaurant, for providing the lunches and donating tv
Rev. Kenji Akahoshi cases of beer. Doug Ojiri,

. . . . bottles of sake. Flower centerpieces, along with carnations a

Discussion of modern interpretation of |  poutonnieres were provided by Naomi Himaka, of Keidan Flo

traditional terms (Shoshinge) to reveal thp Designs. The temple received an anonymous donation of spz
. . kling cider. LUAnn Lee provided her always delicious cakes.

relevance of Shin Buddhism Finally, many thanks to the volunteers who helped mak

k today, to enhance your life With/ the party a huge success. The temple could not have done it

ratitude and io without your efforts.
| aid Gassho, Ralph Honda, NY Party chairpersol
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3. BTSD and VBT TO COHOST Happy New Year

| hope your holidays were enjoyed with family and friends.
2. SOUTHERN DISTRICT With 2016 upon us and moving I

BUDDDHIST CONFERENCE raising efforts. Our first Activities meeting was held on January 27.

| wish to thank all of you for supporting the temple in 2015 and
Planning for the annual Southern District Buddhist Ctagfeforward to your participation this year. Thank you for your time
ence is in full swing. and donations towards our many events. Without you, we could no
Up to 250 delegates, representing the Southern District #8}g: Peen as successful.

- . . ve the date on March 5 and 6 for the Annual Cherry Blossom
ples, are antICIp_ated_to gather in San Diego on Saturday, leens?val at the Friendship Garden in Balboa Park. We will be lookir
18 for a day of listening to the Dharma. for volunteers

T_h e co r] ference t heme 'S i n AD@a%erjokn Es%Pthe ﬁeat fur{brai%g rgegting'orstgﬂJ'ruaryhéf \
Voices. 0 Guest speaker wildl be Rev. Kodo me z'u, Bi s hc
Buddhist Churches of America. In Gassho,

The event will run from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Crowngyann Lee, 2015 Activities Chair
Plaza Hotel in Mission Valley. BTSD and the Vista Buddhist
Temple will serve asosts.

Presentations by speakers both in English and Japane
comprise the morning Dharmathon session. After lunch, t
will be panel discussions. The English and Japanese pan
include the newest ministers to the district, and lay speak

Conference registration and more information will be p
ed later in February.

Save the date of June 18 and attend the conference.

ALL NI GHT LON

Do you remember how much fun it was to attend those
high school dances back in the day? Come and relive some
Ly DIF&aKzs that fun and excitement at our third benefitadinaemnd

whkELK | 2yRFS DSYSNI t / KI A NLIS ¢&SINgnight. The event, for adyleafsBnd up, will take
place’in the Temple Annex on Saturday, March 12 from 5 to

FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFH‘QH"”E’FFFFFFFF_FFFF,FFF.FFF.F . .
To start off the evening, Café Catering will provide a deli-

BCA MI NI STERS AND BoGsMhner, followed by casino action provided by the profe
MARCH-62 | N VI SAL | Asionaldealersfrom Absolute Casino. There will be black jac
poker, roulette and craps as well as a drawing for casino priz
es. In addition, an Opportunity Drawing will take place during
The BCA Ministers and National Council Meetings will téhke evening for additional prizes. Our DJ, Bracken from Ele-
place March@in Visalia, California. Kenji Sensei, along withant Sounds, will provide us with dance music from a variety
LuAnn Lee and Ralph Honda will serve as delegates for thef genres and decades, and will take music requests before
meetings. A summary of the meetings will appear in the Aprild during the event.
Bussei Script. Net proceeds will benefit
and ongoing improvements.

FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF Edpdribrcé dnfefitérttihifigiefehihd ahd jbin us for a night
%dancing, wagering and socializing. Please see the

of dinj
GENERAL MEETI NG SUM M{}gg& flyer for more details and how to purchase tickets.

The temple Board of Directors wish to extend a heartfelassho,
thank you to the members who attended the annual tgendvini Yamaguchi
membership meeting on Sunday, January 24. Dance Committee Chairperson
Thirty five members participated in the session of listeqing.to
summaries including financial, operational, activities and or

i-
zational reports. Also reported was an update of 2016 activﬂirl. NNERANCE DONATI O
The body approved this vYyearrgsTsBsfit Binnedbancddohinfiiéelis @ebkig dénhtidn

with the financial budget. for our casino prizes and raffle baskets. If you would like to donate
Everyone enjoyed a delicious potluck luncheon provideghtag, vouchers, sports items, bottles of wine, or any desirable iten
the attendees. for our raffle baskets, then please contact the temple office at
The Board of Directors welcomes feedback from attend@®), 239896 or email LuAnn Ldelee7@cox.neYou may also
and Sangha with questions and suggestions.. drop off your donation at

t he
Copies for the general meeting packet are available ugdiont Ky 1 e2dz ¥2NJ e2dz2NJ R2g} al zﬁé
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Tai Chi Chuan/Qigong
Workshop

with Mark Madeira,
Tai Chi/Qigong practitioner

February Schedule :

*Date: Wednesday, Feb. 3,
10,17, 24
*Time: 9:30 6 10:30 a.m.
* Date: Saturday, Feb. 6, 13,
20, 27

*Time: 10:00 -- 11:00 a.m.
Joify us for s *Place: Buddhist Temple of
San Diego Annex Hall

*Cultivating Health & Vitality

on the 1st and (Ql"‘j Wednesdays through Gentle Movement &
of each m.OM Free-Form Meditation

crafty fun, A great memories






